POETRY SEED

Chickens: Caged, Free-range, Eggs, Fried, Baked

The poems from this seed can be submitted to The Second Story for inclusion in the Spirit and Place Festival's Chicken Show on Thursday, November 11, 2010, at the Wheeler Community Arts building. The show will include a reading by Michael Perry as part of UIndy's Kellogg Writers Series, art from local students and the Big Car Collective, and student writing from this seed. Also, live chickens will be there as living sculpture. 

	Whole Group (10 minutes)

	Focus: Development of Ideas Trait for food, chickens, humane treatment of animals, metaphor, and personification. Students should use metaphor and personification to imagine themselves as chickens in one of the forms it takes. 

Discussion: 

1. Start discussion by asking students to share what they know about chickens.

2. Ask questions about how students prepare and eat chicken. 

3. Introduce the concept of free-range chickens.

4. Provide information on caged birds and laying hens. Over 9 billion caged chickens are eaten in the United States each year. Over 75 billion eggs are produced each year. 

5. Introduce the poem idea of writing from the viewpoint of a chicken as caged, free-range, or food.

6. The goal is to write a poem as if the student is the chicken.

7. Encourage other students to share their knowledge of chickens and ask follow up questions on how they can come up with ideas on chicken.

8. Introduce the concept of metaphor, a direct comparison. Another concept is personification, which is giving human traits to animals or inanimate objects. 

9. What characteristics or personality traits would they have as chickens or food? How can the students imagine themselves as chickens? 

10. Encourage students to use line breaks and not paragraphs. Ideas and metaphor is more important than narrative. Encourage jumps between metaphors, ideas, and similes. 

Supplies needed:

· Students can view videos or websites on the internet to add additional material to prompt above. 

	Small Group (25 minutes)

	Students should work to formulate their ideas. Small group leaders will work with students to refine their idea and develop the poem. But keep in mind that this is the student’s writing time. If students get stuck, small group leaders can help students:

· articulate responses to Steps 7-10 in the Whole Group section 

· encourage students to read out loud while they are composing 

· help students develop a simile to create a comparison 

· facilitate creativity and imagination

In the last 5 minutes, encourage students to read over and revise their poems and to read them out loud in the small groups.

Supplies need:

· students will need paper and pencil

· students can add drawings or other art to their poems

	Whole Group (5 minutes)

	As students revise and complete their poems, they can read out loud to the class in the last 5 minutes.

Supplies need:

· a space for students to read their poems out loud

	6+1 Traits of Writing: Ideas

	The Ideas are the main message, the content of the piece, the main theme, together with all the supporting details that enrich and develop that theme. The ideas are strong when the message is clear, not garbled. The writer chooses details that are interesting, important, and informative–often the kinds of details the reader would not normally anticipate or predict. Successful writers do not "tell" readers things they already know; e.g., "It was a sunny day, and the sky was blue, the clouds were fluffy white …" Successful writers "show" readers that which is normally overlooked; writers seek out the extraordinary, the unusual, the unique, the bits and pieces of life that might otherwise be overlooked.

	English/Language Arts Standards

	6.4.1: Discuss ideas for writing, keep a list or notebook of ideas, and use graphic organizers to plan writing.

6.4.8: Evaluation and Revision: Review, evaluate, and revise writing for meaning and clarity.

6.5: At Grade 6, students write narrative, expository (informational), persuasive, and descriptive texts (research reports of 400 to 700 words or more). Student writing demonstrates a command of Standard English and the research, organizational, and drafting strategies outlined in Standard 4 - Writing Processes and Features. Writing demonstrates an awareness of the audience (intended reader) and purpose for writing. 

6.5.6: Use varied word choices to make writing interesting.

6.7.1: Relate the speaker’s verbal communication (such as word choice, pitch, feeling, and tone) to the nonverbal message (such as posture and gesture).

6.7.7: Use effective timing, volume, tone, and alignment of hand and body gestures to sustain audience interest and attention. 


