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• Second Story is a community-based and volunteer-driven educational organization that helps young people in Indianapolis form positive attitudes about writing and improve their skills as writers — thus increasing their chances of success in academics and in life. 

• Second Story’s mission is to help kids 6 to 18 find joy in writing as they discover their voices, explore their world, and embrace a life of curiosity and self-expression. We do this because we believe writing is a basic skill that plays a crucial role in determining a person’s success in school and, later, on the job and in society. 

• Our primary audiences are young people of diverse racial and cultural backgrounds, their families and their teachers in urban communities struggling to find educational success. 

• Serving a need not addressed by other organizations in the community, Second Story — established in 2007 as a 501c3 nonprofit — provides supplemental writing instruction in small-group settings with the goal of improving students’ attitudes about writing and creative abilities.

• Studies point to attitude as the key to later success as a writer. We help accomplish attitude shifts by using fun, interactive, and rewarding learning approaches that are linked to state standards. Following the lead of studies that show the importance of these strategies, we work with students in small group or one-on-one settings, allow them freedom to choose topics they write about and work with them to produce tangible products like books of student writing. 

• So far, we’ve helped kids through summer programs on East 10th Street (in partnership with Y-Press) on the Near Eastside and in Garfield Park (in partnership with Indy Parks); with in-school programs at IPS School 15 (4th graders) and IPS School 2 (7th graders in partnership with Butler University and Central Library); and with after-school programs at the Wheeler Arts Community in Fountain Square, Kaleidoscope Youth Center and MLK Center. We have published two books of student writing so far and plans to publish two more in 2010.

• In 2010, Second Story will continue our after-school and in-school efforts while also working with high school kids for the first time as we team up with University of Indianapolis to help students at Manual High School bring back their yearbook and newspaper publications — and complete a collaborative art and writing project in partnership with the Garfield Park Arts Center. 

• The targets of our program are to: see 90+ percent of students report a positive attitude about writing; see 70+ percent of students improve measurable writing skills; provide 100 percent of students hands-on exposure to new-media technology tools linked with writing such as podcasts, blogs, digital video and audio; and provide 100 percent of students tangible products of their efforts such as a book, video or website so they can share these with the community. 
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